
Kasserine, Monte Casino, Omaha, Bastogne – someday these would just be names in a history book. But 
not for the men of First Platoon, C Company. For them, each was a raw memory, still fresh. And together 
they formed a bloody route from North Africa into the heart of Europe. Each battle a way station on the trip 
to their ultimate destination: Berlin. But what Lieutenant Thompson wondered, as he stood with lukewarm 
coffee in hand, was what would be the next stop on their path, what would be the next piece of their war?  
He knew they were winning; each dead German was younger than the last. But the price of victory was high. 

The roar of an M4A3 rolling by woke Thompson from his contemplation. He noticed Captain O’Connor 
walking toward him, map in hand and trademark scowl firmly in place. Thompson threw the rest of his  
coffee on the ground and went to have his question answered….
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